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What is Full-Text Database?

 A database that contains the complete text of 

books, dissertations, journals, magazines, 

newspapers or other kinds of textual documents. 

 It is opposed both to a bibliographic database

(only covering bibliographical information and 

possibly abstracts and thus being a partial text 

database) and to a non-bibliographic database 

(such as, for example, a directory or a numeric 

database).

From Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliographic_database
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Directory_(databases)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numeric_database


Unbiased, comprehensive journal coverage with titles from 

many reputable scholarly publishers

Source: November 2015 title list at https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content


Elsevier 

 World-leading publisher of scientific, technical and 

medical information products and services，founded 

in 1880.

 Publish more than 2,500 journals and 1,900 new 

books per year, in addition to offering a suite of 

innovative electronic products, such as ScienceDirect, 

Scirus, Scopus, bibliographic databases, and online 

reference works. 



|   7

Elsevier’s History and Heritage
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Among 24 major scientific 
disciplines, 5 subscribed



ScienceDirect Overview

 Elsevier’s leading platform of peer-reviewed 

scholarly literature.

 Provides access to more than 16 million articles, 

2,500 journals, 250 full open access journals, 

39,000 books and 330,000 topic pages to help 

researchers discover more insights, achieve more 

breakthroughs and move their research forward.



ScienceDirect Overview

Journals

 Stay ahead with access to the latest 

scholarly articles in your field. 

 includes more than 2,500 peer-reviewed 

technical, health and scientific journals 

spanning 24 major scientific disciplines to 

keep you connected to both historical and 

the most current research in your subject of 

expertise.



ScienceDirect Overview

 Including prestigious titles such as :

The Lancet

Lancet Infectious Diseases

Lancet Oncology

Lancet Neurology

Cell

 Most journals can date from 1995 or even 

earlier.



Cell Press细胞科学

Top Journals in ScienceDirect



www.sciencedirect.com

http://www.sciencedirect.com/


Quick search



Quick Search

 The Quick Search box is available at the 

main pages on ScienceDirect.

 Can search for articles based on keywords 

and/or specific sources or authors.

 To do a Quick search for a publication, 

enter the full journal title.

 For example, to search for the journal name, 
enter  Cell





Search for a specific article

Lancet. 2012 Jun23;379(9834):2343-2351





Exercise

 Someone wants to find the articles 

about lung cancer. Please help him.





Advanced Search

 To perform a more detailed or precise 

search, click the Advanced search link to 

access the search forms.

 The advanced search form offers an open 

design which allows you to specify one or 

more pieces of information to find related 

documents in ScienceDirect. You can 

easily build an explicit query using multiple 

Boolean operators and nested clauses in 

your search.



Advanced search



Field explanation



 Search tip: None of the available fields 

are mandatory to an advanced search 

query. 

 You are simply required to complete at 

least one field with searchable information



Boolean Search



Advanced Search
 Enter the terms or phrases which must 

appear in the documents retrieved.

 Quotation marks can be used to specify 

terms which must appear next to each 

other in the document. Eg. “heart attack”

 You can use Boolean operators to include 

or exclude other terms in your search. 

Notice they must be in uppercase.

 (“heart attack” OR “myocardial infarction”) 

AND diabetes AND NOT cancer



 You can limit your search to documents by 

specific authors.

 And ,using a minus sign, you can exclude specific 

authors or collaborations.eg. mcmanus-chen

 The above example can be 

expressed more concisely as: (“heart 

attack” OR “myocardial infarction”) 

diabetes –cancer

Advanced Search



 You can enter a publishing year or date 
range for the documents, or leave the field 
blank if you want documents from all years 
available.

 Using a hyphen, you can specify a date 
range.eg. 2016-2018

 You can Refine the search to particular 
types of documents.

Advanced Search



Please find out the review articles 

mainly about leukemia published in 

<The Lancet> in 2018.

Exercise







Exercise

 Nicotine is an alkaloid (chemical 

substance) derived from the tobacco plant 

that is responsible for smoking's 

psychoactive and addictive effects. 

Please search original research articles

about nicotine’s effect on embryo (or fetus) 

in 2001.







 Hou fanfan, A famous doctor in Nanfang 

hospital. Please search the journal articles 

written by Hou Fanfan.

Exercise





Adding a search alert

 You can set up a search alert to notify you 

by email when a saved search retrieves 

new results.

 Note: Search alerts are set to Inactive if 

they are not used for an extended period 

of time.



To create a search alert

 Create and run a search.

 On the search results page, select Set 

search alert.

 Complete the fields on the Save Search 

Alert page: 

 For Alert name, enter a name for the search 

alert. 

 For Email address, enter the email address 

where notifications of the search alert results 

can be sent. 





To create a search alert

 For Frequency, select 

how often you want 

the alert to run. 

 Select Save to 

save the search 

alert and return to 

the search results 

page.



Browse



Browse

 You can browse journals, books, book 

series, handbooks, and reference works to 

find a publication within your field of 

interest.

 Subjects can be expanded to display 

deeper subject levels (or subject 

hierarchy) or collapsed to display the high 

level subject only.

 A link to the publication's Articles in press 

is displayed if articles are available.



Journal List

Select a Journal 

Select Subject



Homepage of a Journal



Filter by Subject



Exercise

 How many journals  are there belonging to the 

subject of “Biochemistry”?







Export Citations

 You can export your citations in different 

formats or directly to online reference 

managers such as  RefWorks. 

 Citations from individual articles and 

search results can be exported.





Export Specific Citation



 ScienceDirect offers direct export of 

citations and article lists to Mendeley via 

the Mendeley web importer. 

 When you sign in to Mendeley Desktop 

and sync your documents, the exported 

documents appear in the ‘Recently Added’ 

section.

Online citation tools-
Mendeley

http://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/9616/supporthub/sciencedirect/


Online citation tools-
Mendeley

 Import your references directly from 

ScienceDirect.

 Store your own collection of document 

references.

 Create bibliographies in a wide variety of 

styles.



In Scopus



Personalizing Your Settings

 You can personalize some features by 

registering on ScienceDirect.

 If you are signed in, these features are 

accessible from the ScienceDirect home 

page.





Reading History



Search Alert



Discovery Service
 A discovery service is an online tool that enables 

libraries to search seamlessly across a wide range 

of content. 

 Discovery services provide users with another 

method for discovering the content. 

 The most frequently used discovery services are 

ProQuest-ExLibris Primo, ProQuest-ExLibris

Summon, EBSCO Discovery Service, and 

WorldCat Discovery. Libraries are able to select 

their licensed content to integrate it into their 

catalogue. 





 EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS) brings together the most 

comprehensive collection of content – including superior 

indexing from top subject indexes, high-end full text, and a 

library’s collection – all within an unparalleled, full-featured 

customizable discovery layer that is vendor-neutral and fully 

interoperable with other important library services.

 EDS supports integrated searching of content from full-text 

databases, citation databases, and local content collections 

such as library catalogs and other locally managed digital 

collections. The integrated search experience is achieved by 

compiling and indexing metadata from a variety of content 

sources into a unified pre-indexed search platform.

EDS



Find this full text：
Medicine and 

the media: Medical experts' problems and solutions while working w

ith journalists.

Access the full text

https://eds.b.ebscohost.com/eds/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2/dV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bBOsq6vUa%2bk63nn5Kx94um%2bUK2otUewprBInqm4SLCwsUmet8s%2b8ujfhvHX4Yzn5eyB4rOrTa%2brtk%2b0qq9JpOLfhuWz%2bICr2ew%2b4ti7e%2bvb4oWk6t9/u7fMPt/ku0uvq69Ls66vPuTl8IXf6rt%2b8%2bLqjOPu8gAA&vid=6&sid=7b655c32-e0d2-4312-ba8a-e9e3d1ce6767@pdc-v-sessmgr01


translation and 
listen function 
in HTML format



PDF
format



Click on“链接全文”，you will be guided to PubMed

How to operate if you can not find the PDF 
or HTML Logo？

Click on“链接全文”，you will be guided to OVID 
database



1. Today, stem cell is a hot topic. Please 

retrieval the journal articles about stem cell 

which are published in <cell> from 2016 to 

2017.

2. Please list the journal articles published by the 

scientists from India about pattern recognition, 

limit the search in title. 

Exercise











Exercise

3. Your teacher wants you to help him find 

an article. He only knows the article is 

about diabetic retinopathy and was 

published in Lancet at 2007 V.370 

(9600).Please write down the article’s title 

and the paper’s citing times.









Exercise

 Find the review articles about gout and 

published on <The Lancet>. Please write 

down the operating steps.

 Search the review articles about 

“lymphatic filariasis” in 2001(Limit the 

search in title).Write down the operating 

steps , and the article’s title ,  the first 

author’s address.
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